Note: CNCS is one of many groups to work with the Entertainment Industry Foundation (EIF) on service initiatives, but “I Participate” is a project solely of the EIF and run entirely independent of the Corporation.

Sample Pitch Memorandum 
TO: 

News Media Outlets 

FROM:
…
XXX
DATE:

October XX, 2009

RE: 

“I Participate” and Local Acts of Service

As the economic divide widens, state and local budget cuts soar and more [INSERT CITY] families tighten their purse strings, volunteers are laboring in our community to close the gaps and help rebuild lives. 

The tremendous value of service and volunteering on the nation’s future prosperity and addressing unmet needs in these tough economic times has captured the attention of newsrooms across America. 

The four major networks – ABC, NBC, CBS and FOX – teamed up to spotlight the power of service and volunteering in their top-rated primetime television shows from October 19-26. The unprecedented initiative, “I Participate,” is led by the Entertainment Industry Foundation (EIF) in collaboration with the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS), the federal agency whose mission is to promote service and volunteering. 

Many of television’s most popular shows – including 30 Rock, Desperate House Wives, CSI: New York, and Grey’s Anatomy – have agreed to infuse service and volunteer messages in their shows, and the list keeps growing. 

Amazing stories of service are happening in our backyard everyday! “I Participate” provides [name of station or newspaper] a unique opportunity to feature local stories of everyday local “service heroes” who work daily to strengthen our city – neighborhoods by neighborhood. 

Our organization [INSERT ORGANIZATION] has more than XX volunteers on our city’s streets, dedicating XX hours [or other metric] to improve the lives of dozens of area residents. Listed below are examples of stories of service that illustrate our impact on the local community that might be of interest to your outlet: 
[INSERT BULLETS ON SERVICE WORK]

As service is spotlighted on national television, [INSERT PUBLICATION NAME] should turn its attention to the great service work that is taking place here in our city. The hours sacrificed by volunteers and the lives changed as a result should not go unnoticed. 

Your coverage could prove instrumental in encouraging more people to join local service efforts and help transform this city and the lives of those who call it home. 

Please feel free to contact me [INSERT YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION] about [ORAGNIZATION NAME] how we can help facilitate coverage of local service activities on your station [or “in your newspaper”]. 
