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Sample Press Release for Organizations Participating in 9/11 National Day of Service and Remembrance
Below is a sample press release for an organization participating in the September 11 Day of Service and Remembrance and the United We Serve initiative.  Feel free to use or adapt this to meet your needs. There are several places for you to plug in information about your organization and its 9/11 plans.   If you have questions about reaching out to the media, please contact Sandy Scott at sscott@cns.gov.  Thank you! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





CONTACT:

DATE:  




 
PHONE & EMAIL:



(Your Organization) Participates in First Official 9/11 Day of Service

Locals remember and serve in honor of heroes and victims of 9/11
(Your City and State) – The (organization name) is taking part in the first official September 11 Day of Service and Remembrance, a day established by President Obama and Congress to honor the victims and heroes of 9/11 through acts of community service.
The (organization name) will be (describe your local activity here - for example say you are recruiting volunteers, or hosting an upcoming volunteer project) in remembrance of September 11 and in an effort to engage more (city or state) residents in working to strengthen their communities throughout the year. 
“One of the best ways to honor the heroes and victims of 9/11 is by reaching out in service to others,” said (Executive Director or Board member).  “By serving on September 11, we hope more (state or city) residents will make an ongoing commitment to volunteering throughout the year.”
The September 11 National Day of Service and Remembrance is the culmination of an effort originally launched in 2002 by 9/11 family members and support groups, led by the organization MyGoodDeed, who worked to establish the service day as a way to honor those who died and to rekindle the spirit of unity and compassion that followed the attacks. September 11 was officially recognized as a National Day of Service and Remembrance for the first time this year by the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act, passed with strong bipartisan support and signed into law by President Obama in April.

“We call on all Americans to join in service on September 11 and honor the heroes of that dark day as well as the brave men and women in uniform who continue to protect our country at home and abroad,” said President Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama in a message urging Americans to serve on 9/11.
September 11, 2009 will mark the end of the successful summer phase of President Obama’s United We Serve initiative and its transition to a sustained, collaborative, and focused effort to meet community needs.  The initiative is being led by the Corporation for National and Community Service, a federal agency that improves lives and strengthens communities though volunteering and service. 

Individuals looking for service opportunities on or around 9/11 can visit Serve.gov, a website that allows visitors to type in their zip code to find local volunteer opportunities or find ideas for creating new projects with family, friends and neighbors.  Organizations can also recruit volunteers by posting their 9/11 service projects on the database.  (If your organization’s volunteer opportunities are listed on Serve.gov, mention that here)
 
United We Serve is President Obama’s national call to service challenging all Americans to engage in sustained, collaborative, and focused service in their communities.  United We Serve is being led by the Corporation for National and Community Service, a federal agency that improves lives and strengthens communities though volunteering and service. For more information, visit www.Serve.gov.

(Boilerplate about your organization)
