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Key Anniversary Messages

Throughout the country and across programs, every anniversary activity and event will be different. However, consistent messaging and communications will increase the impact of the anniversary and raise awareness of the importance of national service.  By recognizing that your national and community service program is joining with thousands of other local, state, and national partners to celebrate the 10th Anniversary, you can create a groundswell of support for your program and similar programs throughout the country.

To ensure that our messages are clear and consistent, we have developed a set of key anniversary messages. The messages should be incorporated throughout all materials developed for anniversary events and activities.  

· National and community service changes lives and communities:  For the past decade, participants in Senior Corps, AmeriCorps and Learn and Serve America have done tremendous good for our nation. They have improved the lives of millions of our most vulnerable citizens, by helping children learn to read, caring for the frail elderly, rebuilding communities struck by disasters, transforming failing schools, and revitalizing communities. They have done this both through direct service and by mobilizing millions of additional volunteers.   

· National and community service strengthens the nonprofit and volunteer sector: Drawing on our nation’s rich tradition of service and volunteering, the national and community service network of tens of thousands of local, state, and national partners has strengthened America’s nonprofit sector, created a national infrastructure for community service and volunteering, and fostered a culture of citizenship and service.  

· National and community service has renewed the ethic of service:  The Corporation and its thousands of nonprofit and community organizations have engaged millions of Americans of every age and walk of life service to meet vital needs in our communities. Through Senior Corps, AmeriCorps, and Learn and Serve America, a new generation of individuals has been inspired to a lifetime of active citizenship.  

· A Bright future for national and community service: The 10th anniversary of the Corporation is an opportune time to build a stronger future for national and community service programs. It is a time to rededicate ourselves to the mission, to take steps to improve and expand our programs, and to explore a vision for the future where national service programs collaborate effectively with each other and private volunteer networks and where service and civic participation is the common expectation and experience of every American.
· Volunteering is what makes it possible for organizations like [YOUR ORGANIZATION AND OTHER LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS] to serve our community.  Without national and community service, projects and services such as [List of local accomplishments and services provided by your program] wouldn’t have happened.
